
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Oct. 19. 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

HENRY ("HANK") OVERWAY 
 

Henry Overway, youthful proprietor of the Oak Harbor Transfer, is a native son of Whidby Island and one of Oak Harbor's 

youngest business men. 

"Hank", as he is known, began trucking several years ago as a sideline when he was working his 80-acre farm, and his 

business grew until at the present he employs from two to four men and operates three trucks. 

"From the way things are going," Hank said, "I'll have to let the farm go and spend all of my time in the transfer business." 

He bought the Oak Harbor Transfer in January of this year from Tom Koetje and Adrian Youngsman, and although the 

Transfer had been in operation for several years here, it has done very well under its new management. Two men are 

employed regularly and two more are added rush seasons. 

Henry Overway was born in Oak Harbor in 1908 on his father's farm. He attended Oak Harbor schools and worked for his 

father several years and went to Alaska in 1928. He was employed in Alaska for two years by the Bureau of Fisheries as a 

patrol warden. 

"I enjoyed the work in Alaska very much and certainly aim to go back there sometime just for a trip if nothing else," 

Overway said. "I like Whidby Island best for a place to live, though." His work in Alaska was near Bristol Bay. 

He returned to Whidby Island in 1929 and married Mildred Koetje. The same year Hank bought a partly improved chicken 

ranch and then began his first work in the trucking business. The Overways have one child, a boy. 

Overway is enthusiastic about hunting and has bagged several deer on the Island, some 200 pounds or more.  He is a 

member of the North Whidby Sportsmen's Club. 

 



 


